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Analysis of Political Game between Turkish Civil
Government and Military

Based on Ruling Practice of the Justice and Development Party

Li Yanzhi

Abstract: Military has played an important role in the history of Turkey. In the
past several decades, Turkish military has overthrown civil elected governments
three times, but it has restored civil governments in order to make Turkey move in
the direction of Kemalism. Since the Justice and Development Party came to power,
though, as far as possible a delicate balance has been kept between the civil govern-
ment and military, the two sides have many differences and disputes about control-
ling power, joining the EU, solving Kurdish problem, reviving Islamic culture and
so on. The game result between civil government and military suggests that Turkish
military politics has gradually given way to civil polity, and military coups will be
very difficult to happen again in the foreseeable future. Though the fierce struggle still
exists between secularists and Islamists, it has gradually become more and more ra-
tional. The “Conservative Democracy” ;;attem advocated by the Justice and Develop-
ment Party has obtained widespread recognition, and will provide a development
paradigm for countries in the Middle East.

Key Words: Turkish Politics; Justice and Development Party; The Civil

Government; “Conservative Democracy”
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