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The Unrest in the Middle East: the Balance of Interests
and the Policy Layout of Russia

Gu Zhihong

Abstract;: Russia’s atiitude towards the Middle East Turmoil is basically
composed of three categories: a hesitant position for Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen,
Bahrain, as well as a role of coordinator on the issue of Yemen; a neutral stand
towards the conflicts in Libya ignited by foreign intervention ; the part of a protector
of Syrian government in its civil wars at the expense of confronting with the West and
some Arab countries. Moscow’ s stance towards the changing situation in the Middle
East is the continuation of divergence between Russia and the West on resolving
international conflicts in the beginning of the 21st century, and its basic idea
regarding the transformation of international system is embodied in its policy for
Syria. Within an uncertain future context in the Middle East, hardly may Russia,
constrained by a variety of factors both home and abroad, adopt a more flexible and
efficient policy towards the Middle East.

Key Words: The Middle East Turmoil; Russia; Syria; Policy for the
Middle East
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