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Culture and Power : The Role of Culture in
Sino — African Relations

Luo Hur

Abstract: The introduction of culture as a master variable to the study of Sino —
African relations will be helpful to get a deeper and better understanding of current
situations of this relation. In so doing, the author does not mean to deny the
importance of power. By exploring the definitions of power and culture, the author
tries to shed light on how culture functions at different levels and how culture
interacts with power. Based on these findings, the author reviews Sino — African
relationship through the lens of culture, and proposes that the relationship between
China and Africa illustrates how culture constructs power. This construction is based
on common historical identification between China and Africa, originates from
Chinese political culture, and is guaranteed by FOCAC. So to speak, the present
China — Africa strategical partnership in essence is more a kind of practice of culture
constructing of power

Key Words: Sino — African Relations; Culture; Power; Construction
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