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Obama Administration’ s Africa Policy under the
Double Power Shift Process

Zhang Chun

Abstract; Current power shift is happening at two levels simultaneously ; one is
from sovereign state to non — state actors at the global system level ( global power
shift) ; the other is from the West to the rest at the international system level (inter-
national power shift) .To renew American leadership, President Barack Obama
needs to deal with this double power shifis at the same time; combining with Ameri-
can long - term decline and short — term fiscal difficulties, Obama Administration
started from dealing with global power shift, then gradually moved to international
power shift. Africa’ s economic underdevelopment and various crises make the conti-
nent more relevant to President Obama’ s global power shift strategy than to interna-
tional power shift strategy. Focusing on defining Africa’ s position in the strategy of
dealing with the global power shift, the Africa policy of President Obama’ s first term
is more strategy statements than substantial actions. Based on achievements and les-
sons of his first term, President Obama will focus more on international power shift in
his second term and Africa will be more visible due to some more concrete but short —
term policies, which will leave more policy legacies for President himself.

Key Words: International Politics; Power Shift; U.S. — Africa Relations;

Obama Administration.
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